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January Term Curriculum

JANUARY TERM
The faculty of the January Term Program is drawn from all departments of the College.
Since the early 1970’s, the January Term Program has offered both students and faculty the truly unique opportunity to
explore courses and experiences that depart from the constraints of the regular semester. Here students are encouraged
to explore beyond their major / minor / core requirements. Each January, faculty forward a new curriculum comprised of
content and approaches designed to stimulate the imagination and experiment with both subject matter and technique.
Students and faculty are freed from disciplinary constraints to create innovative learning experiences.
The January Term Program involves all undergraduate students and faculty from across the College. Four January Term
courses are required of most students; one January Term course is required for each year of full-time residency for
transfer students. Students take only one class during the four weeks of January. On campus courses met four days a
week and require study beyond those classroom hours. Students may also enroll in travel courses that provide academic
rigor while experiencing relevant excursion opportunities. Some scholarship funds are available to defray travel costs for
eligible students. Students can also pursue community engagement experiences. The January Term lends itself particularly
well to such courses. As a participant in a community engagement course, students contribute a minimum of 30 and up
to 150 hours of service at a local, national or international nonprofit organization, as well as attend the normal classroom
hours of a traditional course.
Each January promises new and innovative opportunities. Since the students enroll in only one course, faculty members
expect more and tend to increase the pace of instruction. Courses usually require broader reading, more reflection and
careful writing, more thorough preparation for class meetings and greater individual initiative. January Term is designed
to suspend the ordinary and engage the extraordinary!

JANUARY TERM COMMITTEE

SA M PLE

Susan F. Fallis, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Communication Director
of the January Term Program
Chris O’Steen, Program Coordinator
Shawny Anderson, Ph.D., Associate Dean, School of Liberal Arts
Carla Bossard, Ph.D., Professor Biology
Larisa Genin, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Business Administration
Michelle Shulman, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Chemistry
Denise Witzig, M.A., Adjunct, English

(actual courses vary every year)

C o u r s e s

On campus:
AMERICA AND THE RAILROAD:
A MULTIDISCIPLINARY JOURNEY
Everyone loves trains! This class will explore the American railroad from
a variety of academic perspectives. We will study the historical, economic, political, cultural and social significance of the American railroad.
We will cover such topics as the building of the first transcontinental
railroad; the contribution and struggles of Chinese-American railroad
workers; the role of the railroads in building American capitalism; the
importance of the Pullman Porters to African American history; the
romance of the railroad in American literature, music, and film; the
demise of the passenger-train era; the rise of the freight train era; and
the life of contemporary hoboes.
We will go on short train excursions in California and visit several
railroad museums, including the California State Railroad Museum in
Sacramento. Students will be encouraged to complete a final project
that best expresses their interpretation of the railroad and the role it has
played in American society. Perhaps you will produce a documentary
film about trains, write a short story or a series of poems about the
railroad, create a photographic portfolio of the railroad, write a research
paper on the history or politics of the railroad, do an oral history of a
railroad worker, analyze the role of trains in children’s literature, or write
a sociological analysis based on interviews with Amtrak passengers. The
possibilities are endless.
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DESIGNER GENES: THE SCIENCE AND ETHICS OF
NEW GENETIC TECHNOLOGIES

POVERTY AND PROMISE
IN NORTHEASTERN BRAZIL

What is a gene? How does it work in our development as human beings
and affect our behavior and physical and mental health? What are the
consequences of the incredible technological developments that have
occurred over the past 40 years in understanding, manipulating and
“designing” genes? What kinds of choices might we face in the coming
years as technologies continue to develop and create new ethical dilemmas that we may not even be able to dream of at this point?

Though Northeastern Brazil is one of the most beautiful regions in the
Americas, it is also among the poorest. In the areas along the Amazon
River and its tributaries, residents live in dirt floored huts with only one
central pump to serve as a source of clean water for an entire community. Our group will study the socioeconomics of the region during
a series of required overnight retreats in the fall semester.

The goal of this course is to introduce you to the basic science of genetics and genetic technologies that are now and will soon be available. We
will examine genetic diseases, therapies, and the ethical dilemmas that
arise when faced with making decisions about genetic technologies. We
will take a look at our individual chromosomes, and the societal issues
that the information contained therein provoke.

TRAVEL:
THE MOVING MUSEUM: HISTORY, ART, AND 
ARCHITECTURE OF SPAIN
This travel course through Spain offers a thorough and intensive exploration of Spain’s history, art, and architecture. The course includes a
required pre-travel orientation to familiarize students with the history of
Spain and art/architecture terminology, as well as to begin the exploration of theme related questions. We will also cover travel protocols
and preparation. A country that has undergone century after century of
international activity and political change, travel in Spain affords students
the opportunity to experience first hand the richness that results from
multicultural blending from a European perspective. We will visit eleven
cities representative of the different Spanish provinces and genres of
art and architecture. We will explore how each cultural group has left
its mark and how traditions have emerged and continue today. We will
discover how each contribution in art and architecture, be it a cathedral
from the Middle Ages, a castle, or a postmodern painting by Picasso,
helps to create the rich tapestry of Spanish culture.
Each student will complete a final research project on an aspect relevant
to the three major subject areas of the course. For example, students
choose to study a particular architectural style, historical figure, painter,
or city. Each student will synthesize his/her findings, and when the class
visits that site, the students serve as the “expert” to present the information for the group. In this way, students are not merely passive tourists,
but also active agents in creating a great trip for all.

118

While in Brazil, we will work almost every day on community development projects, probably including ecological work, participation in
programs for youth, and building and construction. The course itself will
involve production of multimedia presentations about the people we
encounter. We will present these to the campus and surrounding
community in the spring semester.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:
POVERTY, POLICY, AND PRESCHOOL 
IN URBAN AMERICA
For years education experts have said that there is a large and growing
education gap in America that often starts before children enter public
school. In this course we will seek to discover what important factors are
faced by low-income minority children and what it will take to overcome
the education gap in this country.
This service-learning course will provide an opportunity for students
to learn about the education gap in America from an academic and
experiential perspective. Students will examine factors related to early
childhood education for children today and participate in service in a
low-income early childhood setting. Experts from the field will facilitate
discussions on topics including the need for and access to quality early
education, cultural and family issues, and economic factors. A deep
examination of the policy issues and proposals at stake today will allow
students to make policy recommendations to the class based on their
research and hands-on experience in the field.

